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Legal Basis

• International Agreements
• WTO

•WTO/TBT
•WTO/SPS

• FTAs
• Federal Law on Metrology and

Standardization
• Estatute of the Law
• Regulations (NOM) and Standards

(NMX)



Evolution of the Law

Before 1992 Federal Government
Standardization
Certification
Accreditation

After 1992

As of 1997

Private Sector
Standardization ONN
Certification OC
Testing LP
Calibration LC
Inspection UV

Private Sector
Accreditation EMA
(1999)



Basic Scheme to ease
trade

International 
Standards

National

Standards
(NMX)

Regulations
(NOM)

Refference Standards
(NRef)
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e.g.
• ISO/TC 67
• SC 1
• SC 2
• SC 5
P Membership

• CMISO/SC 36
• Coordinator: 

Tenaris-Tamsa
• Participants



National Standards in 
Mexico• Mexican

Regulation (NOM)
– Created through

National
Consultative
Committees

– Published by the 
relevant Ministry

– To protect a 
legitimate
objective

– Legal process
includes public
consultation

• Mexican Standard 
(NMX)
– Created through

National Standards
Bodies or Technical
Committees

– Published by the 
relevant NSB or by the 
SE

– To ensure quality, 
compatibility, etc

– Legal process
including public
consultation

• Refference Standard (NRef):
• For government procurement



Ministries issuing regulations

• ECONOMY (SE)

• ENERGY (SENER)

• COMMUNICATIONS & TRANSPORTS (SCT)

• AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK, RURAL DEVELOPMENT, 
FISHERY AND FOOD (SAGARPA)

• LABOUR AND SOCIAL PREVISION (STPS)

• GOBERNMENT (SEGOB)

• SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT (SEDESOL)

• HEALTH (SSA)

• TURISM (SECTUR)

• ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES (SEMARNAT)

• PUBLIC SECURITY (SSP)



Mexican Standards
Developping Organizations

(SDO)’s
• NORMEX         

(Packaging, Furniture, 
Food & Beverages…)

• IMNC                       (MSS, 
Tourism, Metrology)

• INNTEX                 
(Fibers, Textiles & 
Garments)

• ONNCE               
(Building & 
Construction)

• COFOCALEC      
(Milk & derivates)

• CNCP               
(Plastic & derivates)

• ANCE         
(Electrical)

• NYCE       
(Electronics, 
Telecommunications
& Informatics)



Refference Standards
(NRef)

• Mexican Petroleum Organization

(PEMEX) 

• Federal Electricity Commission (CFE)



Accreditation & Approval

68

Conformity assessment shall be carried by 
the relevant ministry or by the CB, TL, CL 
or IB accredited & if applicable, approved

Accreditation Approval

EMA Ministries



Several Third-Party 
Conformity Assessment
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Finally, a word on DGN’s 
Role

• DGN is the main agency responsible 
for the application of the FLMS.

• In general terms this involves a 
general coordination role

• In some cases we perform the 
substantive activities ourselves



Some of DGN’s direct 
activities

• Coordination of 
the Mexican 
participation in 
international 
standards making

• Registration and 
supervision of the 
National SDO’s

• Preparation and 
publication of 
NOM’s

• Preparation and 
publication of NMX’s

• Authorization and 
supervision of the 
Accreditation 
Entities

• Approval/Certificati
on of some NOM’s

• Contact point for 
WTO/TBT & 
WTO/SPS 
notifications



Standardization in Mexico
and the international SDO’s

Degree of 
consistency with 
the international 

standards

NOM’s & NMX’s 
shall take as a 

base the relevant 
international 

standards

Take the 
international 
standard or 
justify to SE

Take into
consideration
updates of the 
international 

standards while
revising NOM’s & 

NMX’s.

FLMS & its
Statute



Some benchmarking issues

• Regulatory Impact Manifest (MIR)

• Simplified procedure for revision
of Regulations

• Emergency Regulations (NOM-EM)

• 5-year period review

• On line Catalogue



MIR

Brief explanation of the 
purpose of the regulation

In accordance with the 
Handbook to produce the 

MIR

Alternatives
considered

Match the 
measures proposed

against the 
regulatory
background

General description of the 
advantages and
disadvantages

Technical feasibility for 
demonstration of compliance

To be presented to the 
Federal Regulatory

Improvement
Commission
(COFEMER)



General Rule: The same procedure utilized for its
development shall be followed.

Exception: when the reasons behind the regulation

no longer exist, the relevant ministry, DGN or the 
members of the consultative committee may request
the withdrawal of the  Regulation, without
following the same procedure

Exception: When the revision does not involve
adding new requirements or procedures or more 
strict specifications for the complier, there will be 
no need to make a MIR

Revision of the NOM’s



NOM-EM

Under no circumstances shall the same
NOM-EM be published more than two

conscutive times

Prior to the second publication of the 
NOM-EM, a MIR must be presented to

COFEMER

Unexpected events
that poise a threat

or a meanace to
the legitimate
objectives in 

Article 40 of the 
FLMSA

The NOM-EM must
address the 

prevention of 
unreversible or

irreparable 
damages and

comply with the 
contents of any

NOM



Mexican Regulations must be reviewed at least
once after 5 years from the date when they come 
into effect. 

The procedure includes advising DGN of the 
results of the review at least 60 days prior to the 
end of the 5-year period.

If the relevant ministry does not advice DGN of 
the results within such timeframe, the NOM will
no longer be valid and the Ministry must publish
the withdrawal in the Official Gazzete

5-Year term review of the NOM



Mexican Catalogue of 
Standards and Regulations

On-Linewww.economia.gob.mx/?P=85

• Full text of all the Mexican Regulations
(NOM) and all the Refference Standards
(NRef) in force, as well as the current
projects.

• Full list of all the Mexican Standards (NMX) 
and the text of most of them

• Completely up-to-date information.

• Relevant documents for Standardization in 
Mexico available.

• Unfortunately, it is avilable in Spanish only



Mexican Catalogue of 
Standards and Regulations On-

Line



Thank you!

Carlos R. BERZUNZA SÁNCHEZ

cberzunz@economia.gob.mx

+(52)(55) 57 29 94 80


